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Cottage Grove Volunteer Fire Department to Bolster  

Fire Prevention Efforts with FM Global Grant 
 

COTTAGE GROVE, Wis.—The Cottage Grove Volunteer Fire Department has received a $2,639 fire 
prevention grant from FM Global, one of the world’s largest commercial property insurers. The grant 
was used to “adopt” Sparky the Dog. Sparky is the official mascot of the National Fire Protection 
Association and inspires fire safety education primarily for families with youth in preschool through fifth 
grade.  
 
Sparky made his introductory appearance at the 91st Annual Cottage Grove Firemen’s Festival parade on 
Saturday atop the departments’ new Engine 3. Firefighter Jaime Gogola says, “Sparky will bring fire 
safety discussions to the homes of hundreds of Cottage Grove families. There’s no doubt in my mind 
that this partnership to bring Sparky to our community will help save a life!”  
 
Because fire continues to be the leading cause of property damage worldwide, during the past 40 years 
FM Global has contributed millions of dollars in fire prevention grants to fire service organizations 
around the globe. Locally, the company has awarded grants to a number of Wisconsin-based 
organizations. 
 
“At FM Global, we strongly believe the majority of property damage is preventable, not inevitable,” said 
Michael Spaziani, assistant vice president – manager of the fire prevention grant program. “Far too 
often, inadequate budgets prevent those organizations working to prevent fire from being as proactive 
as they would like to be. With additional financial support, grant recipients are actively helping to 
improve property risk in the communities they serve.” 
 
Through its Fire Prevention Grant Program, FM Global awards grants to fire departments—as well as 
national, state, regional, local and community organizations worldwide—that best demonstrate a need 
for funding, where dollars can have the most demonstrable impact on preventing fire or mitigating the 
damage it can quickly cause.  
 
Children can visit Sparky.org to explore and learn about fire safety in a trusted, interactive environment. 
To learn more about FM Global’s Fire Prevention Grant Program and other resources for the fire service, 
please visit www.fmglobal.com/fireservice.  
 
Established nearly 200 years ago, FM Global is a mutual insurance company whose capital, scientific 
research capability and engineering expertise are solely dedicated to property risk management and the 
resilience of its client-owners. These owners, who share the belief that the majority of property loss is 
preventable, represent many of the world’s largest organizations, including one of every three Fortune 
500 companies. They work with FM Global to better understand the hazards that can impact their 
business continuity in order to make cost-effective risk management decisions, combining property loss 
prevention with insurance protection.  
 


